Performance Standards Policy

 (Adopted July 28, 2007)
The Arizona State Thespian Board recognizes there is a wide variation in the “contemporary community standards” among the public, charter, and private high schools in the state.  Thus, the following policy will govern all performances at the annual Arizona Thespian Conference, as well as the regional acting festivals which are sponsored by the above Board.  
No performance will be allowed (full length, one act, or individual event) which is prohibited, or not protected by the First Amendment – i.e. “Unprotected speech.”  A condensed definition of “unprotected speech” follows:
1)  Material that has content that is “obscene as to minors, “ (under the age of 18).  This is defined as follows: 
a)  Where the average person, applying contemporary community standards, would find that the performance and/or production, taken as a whole, appeals to a minor’s prurient interest.  b)  Where the performance and/or production depicts or describes in a patently offensive way, sexual conduct such as actual or simulated sexual intercourse (normal or deviate), masturbation, excretory functions, and actual lewd exhibition of genitalia; and c)  where the performance and/or production, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value.
2) Material that has content that is “defamatory,” – defined as the depiction of false unprivileged 

  communication about an individual which injures that person’s reputation in the community or good name.
3) Material that has content that will cause “a material and substantial disruption of school activities,” - defined as student rioting; unlawful seizures or destruction of property; widespread shouting or boisterous conduct; school boycotts, etc.  
4) Material that infringes on “separation of church and state.”  Under this doctrine certain religious activities, such as proselytizing, have been held to be unconstitutional if conducted within the context of a school-sponsored activity. 
(For a complete discussion of the above see:  Teaching Theatre, Spring 2007 Edition, pp. 4-13, which includes the Miami-Dade County policy on play selection.)  
Instructor’s Approval
I hereby certify that:  a) at least one public performance has been given; and that such performance(s) conforms to the local school’s “contemporary community standards,” and that it contains no examples of “unprotected speech,”  as defined above.  b) If no public performance has been given I certify that I have perused the script(s) and have found nothing objectionable in its content re:  “contemporary community standards” or “unprotected speech.”  
(On a practical note:  NO performance will be allowed at any of the above events that are listed on the event’s application form as:  “TBA.”  i. e. without an exact title.)    

I hereby certify that all productions/performances listed on the event’s application form(s) have had at least one public performance at _______________________ (name of school) on _______________(date)  

AND/OR:

I have perused  the script(s)and/or cuttings from a script  of each production listed on the event’s application form(s) and have found no violations based on the local school’s “contemporary community standards” or “unprotected speech.”  
_________________________________(signed)  ____________(date)
(Failure to adhere to this policy may result in A.I.A. sanctions to your school.)

